Nebraska Wheat Crop Report
May 24, 2023

The northern panhandle received a total of 2.5 inches of rain recently
and there is a chance for more in the forecast. However, conditions
prove to be dry this week and the region is not cleared from the
drought. The wheat continues to produce the flag stage and is
predicted to start heading soon. The wheat is still variable across the
region with some areas reported good condition while others are very
poor. Producers predict there will be a less than average crop this

The southern panhandle region received about 4 inches of rain in the
last 2 weeks, therefore soil is well saturated and in good condition.
With the increased moisture, producers are keeping an eye out for leaf
rust disease but there are no indicators yet. Majority of the wheat is
entering the heading stage and well on its way to being fully headed.
Some of the region is experiencing dryer conditions with more
damaged or abandoned crop, but remains hopeful for rain.

Southwest Nebraska is experiencing adequate moisture, however, will
need more rain in the next 10 days in order to flower. Subsoil and
topsoil are drying out fast but are in a stable condition. The wheat
continues to improve with the recent rain and continues to head.
Producers reported that 60% of the wheat in the area is predicted to
yield 40 to 60 bu/acre.

Southcentral Nebraska has not received any more moisture in the past
week resulting in a adequate subsoil and short topsoil. The wheat is
100% headed and there are no signs of diseases. The moisture in
previous weeks was beneficial but the decline in moisture this past
week has increased the percentage of abandoned wheat to about 40%.

The southeast region of state is still showing signs of drought stress.
Many acres have been abandoned and are being utilized for livestock
feed due to the ongoing drought conditions. Majority of the wheat is
beginning to head out with a few irrigated fields in Thayer County
even starting to flower. There are no signs of stripe rust or leaf rust,
therefore fungicide is not being applied at this time.
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